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T h e
word “enter” has sev-
eral meanings. The Oxford Dic-
tionary begins with the straightforward:
“Come or go into (a place),” i.e. she entered the
kitchen. By this definition, the act of entering might
be welcoming, momentous, or intrusive. Synonyms in-
clude “set foot in,” “gain access to,” and “invade.” To break
and enter is to commit the crime of burglary, or to burgle, or to
burglarize. The word “burglary” helps us understand a certain
form or flavor of “enter,” but “enter” doesn’t leave the same spe-
cific (and negative) impression. On the contrary, the word “enter”

is normally understood to be natural and harmless, and even neces-
sary when seeking progress both personally and professionally. That
autumn, he entered college — here, “enter” is synonymous with joining,
enlisting, and becoming associated with something educational and
enlightening.

Despite its broad definition, though, “enter” comes with an
inherent entitlement issue. If the word were personified, it would
claim to be both acceptable and accepting, innocently make space for
more aggressive forms of conquest while also avoiding accountabil-
ity for its uglier acts and accommodations. “Enter” is to the English
language as “free” is to the American economy. Both words sound
nice on the surface, and both words remain nice on the surface. But
when we study these types of words from all possible angles — their
sharp peaks and round valleys — the implications become unavoid-
able and the nice stuff induces skepticism.

This piece features a series of sample sentences that accom-
pany the Oxford Dictionary’s definition of “enter.” The samples have
been expanded, sequenced, and categorized into verbs that operate
as their own entry points. The original sentences have been revised
and rearranged for the sake of telling a story that remains alphabet-
ized, thus replicating the structure and navigation of the dictionary.

Please join me as I attempt to face this word “enter” in its
many forms, functions, and facets.
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Access:
%L your troops over herteg
il make sure they don’t entergil
city or they’ll be killed on site.
The number and size of freight
vehicles will need to be
reduced as we enter this strategic
phase. Some might say we
are entering the World
of the Weird, but I beg to differ.

Admit:

UntilgyihlivAaaciant
43 poles used to greet ViR
e cy entered the Field Musc\iial
We don’t know what will
eplace them yet, but to enter th
city, visitors will now need
to buy a swipe card.

Affiliate:
That autumn, he entered college,
and after graduating, he became

father. His med10al condltmn was
discovered while he was a teenager
and had been treated and
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Ascend:
Enter Hamlet. As he exits
from the stage, enter three women

froTa ETine, ok T in
Vil zant costur

Begin:

The election campaign enters
TSR D 11U CgaOIIBRITT O W, n BTERY. S
expecteefio transfOlgm every
life stage that it enters. I should
also note that my political
party is entering its 20th year in
existence this week.




Burst:

Phe dijcams of ouyyouta
eyre already losing their sparkaly
just as we enter adulthood for
the first time. The shooting

Soarked™ of ret oy attadd
by an unfdentified gioup, who
tried to enter City Hall on

Thursday. We entered the building
and were immediately struck

WPICS SCTX sEIand CReBIInn g
of beingWin a cultura\§retreat—
ich and wisc.

Come in:

L
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Sireggitegred thragayizi.
'he door w wened and @ 1 enterea?
too. When'reading the'Bible, they

entered a new world of thoughts.
It must have been a dream.

Commit:

He ryfifela) SIERACAE RS itAdntcred
1¢ last of their notes into th%
dataset. “If you forget to enter

ote,” she said, “you will want to

et mekuW. ° She 20 a fe
thingsydown and Manded
him his pen.

Cross:
\eg@hligeed thageiipand desEied
King Strc%l, now a mere shadow
of its forzsesl A IMNBusandfather
Wilgentered this city to ateatel
elgstival. When I entered the SEnte

CragEniprrec g a
plete da#¥.

Erupt:
The thought never entered
his head, but the bullet entered his
stomach. Then he entered her,
harsh in his passion.




Facilitate:
Typically, all the action takes
“Ypla¥e itvone sewing, givingy
it a theatrical feel with characters

cvnsigntyrenyeripg amd gritips

from the wings. For instance, when

c‘%?a{ﬁerwho enl%'s spllﬁ((s is

lines and then ex1ts
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Getin:
Wi o baringy Giedogiieyyitiy
a culture that does not possess
1t3 nfj& minand
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culture’s to enter a’'syn boch s{ce
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They won every race that they

1 1,1C
fot an easy fea ﬁ mbour

Btaennd finished bottom ¢ their
qualityiig Stouly every wmey
ermany entered their first ganie
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and a bronze. England d1dn
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re quickly ir st

as the favorites.
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Gush:

W iplehysuarers USLahiVal o
belly as I watched him enter from
r staoe gr,et

221
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After paying a highly-inflated
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the Capital Beltway. We eventually
aleg d hudlding theough &
cfc?uble dg%o'rs nd ?‘g d it"filli




with spee/RINSIlIEse shook
or head, dismissing allve}g
ey Lhougiyes, s sie headdd by
to the Town Square.
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Record:

[losig ,ede 1uchers hac
beYen ntefed nt eb?oks onis
accounts. Also entered was
inrmation apoudnisYan¥ly and
friends. New buttons formed,
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him toilfgdi\aesaato the

g Logroyg-

Sign up:

T Youis¥io Th iy
World Handwriting Contest next
TZarNglcase Wit eTFrwasside.
But know that you must rely on skill

N %“V% ILS*%JJ@-‘%?JI}G’%JEvaﬁiﬂﬁl(}‘e?

he t you will be

way to op level, an

subjectdo agti®uherd knocks.
NIrsrnativiely, those offyou Vil
Singingfvoi¥e can Srtei¥he
opranos Karaoke Competitio
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Slice:

When he entered the World
Pi7%Za Tam¥Ts iy LaY Vegas,Yie won

HT St PIEERIRTCe YO8 PnNingy
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Submit:

Childgengangntestheir
daYa into the ¢ m}utegTH‘eyMn
srelibagigypeitciapiggiration
Wholit fEmselves M adad v
to a digitall profile. Thly can use
U@ Frofie tope et forwation
about themselves on any website

VN}L@-@ gfvha Zit gﬁ) t.,p &‘ifrin
manually'every time. And'when




they eateigli@i@inormation,
RSSO0 atriminal sonqui AgRl
e [Ntermet,Wwhays Th b‘t at
WElta and using it for financial gaia®

In.1941__Anserica (
IL7the las#‘? 111%\71;11?t S C{XP %@
were introduced to a new famﬂ of

TortsSY n¥stil nov sute o'l‘ﬁrM
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Tender:
In nez 1*157@" CYLs, the def adant
e GI‘b a guﬂty pl !fore trigys
mn dywiid ay
A 1 tdredno
plea and made no ap lication
fohai, VWee Ry iader, Thi a§forney
entered a plea of guilty on his
ehatf entualiyptol fLmQ
that hg dn t have ntered his

guilty 2/cEEY RISy that
Tense would be susper

Think:
The thought never entered
my head.






